1936 Bridgeport, Connecticut, Centennial Half Dollar 


1936 Mintage of 25,015, 15 examples for assay. Designed by Henry Kreis and distributed by Milton F. Friedberg, Centennial 
Financial Committee Chairman and W. B. Aurandt, Managing Director of Bridgeport Centennial, Inc. 


Approved by Congress on May 15, 1936 and issued in commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary 
of the incorporation of Bridgeport, Connecticut, as a city. 


Design: 
Obverse: Head of Phineas T. Barnum, facing left. Below: P.T. BARNVM Around upper circumference 
in larger letters: BRIDGEPORT CONNECTICVT CENTENNIAL At lower border: 1836-1936 


Reverse: Eagle to left on rock, with upraised wings. Claws and head of eagle have detailed lines, but 
body and wings have few markings. In lower right field in three lines, in very small letters: INGOD WE 
TRUST / E PLVRIBVS VNVM / LIBERTY Around upper circumference in larger lettering: VNITED 
STATES — OF AMERICA (AM of AMERICA partly covered by eagle’s wing feathers). In exergue: HALF 
DOLLAR At extreme right border, near rock, designer’s initial, incuse: K 


This Act is in the same category as the Wisconsin and Delaware-Swedish issues, as the minimum 
coinage has been stated. There is one difference between this and the two Acts mentioned above, as 
those two had expiration dates after which the coins could not be struck. Since this Act has no such date, 
Bridgeport half-dollars may be struck indefinitely bearing the date of 1936, there being no limit as to the 
number of specimens which may be coined. 

This oversight actually places control of the half-dollar coinage in the hands of the Bridgeport 
Commission rather than in those of the Congressional Committees on Coinage. Can the wide powers 
given by the above Act to the Bridgeport Centennial, Inc., be abrogated without a special Act of 
Congress? 

This issue was designed by Henry Kreis, who also prepared the Connecticut Tercentenary issue. The 
reverses of the two issues bear certain resemblances. The style of the eagle on the Bridgeport issue in 
particular was criticized as being ultra-modernistic. . . 


“To the Senate from the White House in May, 1936, regarding the Bridgeport Connecticut Half 
Dollar. 


| am returning herewith from the White House without my approval of S. 4229, ‘An Act to authorize 
the coinage by the Director of the Mint of not less than twenty-five thousand silver 50-cent pieces in 
commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary of the incorporation of Bridgeport, Connecticut, as a 
city, such coins to be of standard size, weight, and composition and of a special appropriate single design 
to be fixed by the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


Phineas Taylor Barnum 


My approval of this bill is withheld for the same 
reasons that | withheld my approval for the same 
reasons that | withheld my approval of S. 3842, ‘An Act 
to authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in 
commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary of 
the establishment of the Territorial Government of 
Wisconsin, and to assist in the celebration of the 
Wisconsin Centennial during the year 1936’ which was 
returned to you. 


To the Director of the Mint Nellie Tayloe Ross from 
Mayor Jasper McLevy of Bridgeport on June 10, 
1936, regarding the Bridgeport Connecticut Half 
Dollar 


As you know, the issue of a fifty cent piece, 
commemorating Bridgeport’s Centennial, has been 
authorized by the Act of Congress. 

Mr. Henry Kreis of Essex, Connecticut, has been 
selected by the Committee to make the design and 
model. Mr. Kreis designed and modeled the coin for 
the Connecticut Tercentenary and he did a very 
splendid job. 

| am enclosing designs #1 and #2, submitted by Mr. 
Kreis, which have been approved by our committee. 
Perhaps my request is rather irregular, but in order to 
save time | would appreciate it if this design could be 
approved by you in order that Mr. Kreis may immediately start to work on the models that are as | 
understand it to be submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury for final approval. 

The reason for the head of P.T Barnum on one side of the coin is that P.T. Barnum makes it possible 
for Bridgeport to have our Seaside Park, which is considered one of the most marvelous parks on a shore 
front in New England; because Mr. Barnum originally presented this park to Bridgeport years ago without 
any financial considerations. Mr. Barnum also assisted materially in developing the eastern part of 
Bridgeport, known as East Bridgeport, and the committee felt they could do nothing better than to honor 
P.T. Barnum the donor of Seaside Park. 


To the Secretary of the Treasury from the Director of the Mint Nellie Tayloe Ross on June 11, 1936, 
regarding the Bridgeport Connecticut Half Dollar. 


| submit for your consideration the accompanying sketches designed for the recently authorized 
Bridgeport commemorative coin. 

Before sending the sketches to the Commission of Fine Arts to pass upon their artistic merits | bring to 
your attention the use of the likeness of P.T. Barnum. It is outside the province of the Commission of Fine 
Arts to pass upon the subject matter relating to a design, though | remind you it undertook to do so in the 
instance of the Cincinnati coin, protesting against the use of the portrait of Stephen Foster. 

Connecticut sponsors of the Bridgeport coin emphasize they desire to pay honor to Barnum, not 
because of his connection with the circus, but because of his philanthropic and civic contribution as a 
citizen of Bridgeport. 


This design is made by a high-class sculptor who is capable of making satisfactory plaster model. He 
will be required to make a model for submission to you for final approval by you. 


ee 


Sketches by Henry Kreis for obverse of Bridgeport Centennial half dollar. Taxay pg 205. 


Sketch by Henry Kreis for reverse of Bridgeport Centennial half dollar. Taxay pg 206. 


To the Director of the Mint Nellie Tayloe Ross from the Collector of Customs for Connecticut 
Fannie Dixon Welch on June 12, 1936, regarding the Bridgeport Connecticut Half Dollar. 


The president of the Chamber of Commerce and the other members of the Bridgeport Centennial 
Committee visited me at my office in Bridgeport on Wednesday last and submitted to me the design for 
their Centennial Coin. 

The design seemed very beautiful, giving the head of Barnum in a most attractive and striking manner. 
| promised the committee members that | would ask you to approve it to the Commission of Fine Arts in 
order to expedite the matter. 

| realize as per our conversation on the be submitted (sic) | also realize phone (sic) that the design 
must be ultimately be submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, but that if we can get it by the 
Commission of Fine Arts through your recommendation, it will save a lot of time. While | know that 
Barnum is known to the world as circus, still he was such a philanthropist in the City of Bridgeport that | 
am hoping that after you read the short history of his Bridgeport connections there will be no doubt in your 
mind or that of the Commission but that his head should appear on the coin. 


Thanks you, | remain 


To the Acting Director of the Mint Mary O’Reilly from the Chairman of Fine Arts Charles Moore on 
June 24, 1936, regarding the Bridgeport Connecticut Half Dollar. 


Your letter of June 18, has been received. The sketch of Mr. Kreis was submitted to Mr. Lee Lawrie, 
who reports as follows: 


‘Kreis will make a good coin of this design but | suggest he remove ‘In God We Trust’ and ‘Liberty’ 
from beneath P.T. Barnum and place them on the U.S. side—and also, that would make room for all the 
letters in Connecticut.’ 


The Commission of Fine Arts concur in the suggestions made by Mr. Lawrie. 
For the Commission of Fine Arts.”" 


Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts 
Minutes of Meeting held in New York City, July 17, 1936. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman 

Mr. Clarke 

Mr. Lawrie 

Mr. Savage 

Mr. Borie 

Mr. Shepley 


Also H. P. Cammerer, Executive Secretary and Administrative Officer. 


Bridgeport, Connecticut Coin: Under date of July 10, 1936, the following letter was received from the 
Acting Director of the Mint, submitting revised sketches for the Bridgeport, Connecticut, memorial coin: 


July 10, 1936 


Hon. Charles Moore, Chairman 
Commission of fine Arts 

Navy Department Building 
Washington, DC 


Dear Mr. Moore, 

| am inclosing sketches of the Bridgeport Centennial commemorative coin. 

The sketches were returned by the General Chairman of the Centennial Committee with the statement 
that these are “new sketches from Mr. Kreis, in accordance with our letter of June 29th and Mr. 
Buckingham also states that he hopes the “new sketches are in accordance with the very constructive 
suggestions of the Commission of Fine Arts.” 

Mr. Lawrie inspected the sketches and upon his recommendation the Commission approved them. A 
report was made to the Acting Director of the Mint accordingly. (Exhibit D) 


Exhibit D 
July 17, 1936 


Dear Miss O’Reilly: 

The sketches for the Bridgeport, Connecticut, Centennial Half-dollar by Mr. Kreis, which you submitted 
with your letter of July 10, received the attention of the Commission of Fine Arts at their meeting today in 
New York City. The Commission approve the sketches. 

For the Commission of Fine Arts. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Charles Moore 


Chairman 


Hon. M. M. O’Reilly, 
Acting Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D. C. 


1 The Authoritative Reference on Commemorative Coins 1892-1954, Kevin Flynn, published by Kyle Vick, 2008, p. 262-263. 


Exhibit D 
July 17, 1936 


Dear Miss O’Reilly: 

The sketches for the Bridgeport, Connecticut, Centennial Half-dollar by Mr. Kreis, which you submitted 
with your letter of July 10, received the attention of the Commission of Fine Arts at their meeting today in 
New York City. The Commission approve the sketches. 

For the Commission of Fine Arts: 

Sincerely yours, 


(Signed) Charles Moore 
Chairman 


Hon. M. M. O’Reilly, 
Acting Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D. C. 


“To the Secretary of the Treasury from the Acting Director of the Mint Mary O’Reilly on August 4, 
1936, regarding the Bridgeport Connecticut Half Dollar. 


| have the honor to submit for your approval models for the fifty-cent piece to be issued in 
commemoration of the one-hundredth anniversary of the incorporation of Bridgeport, Connecticut, as a 
city, the coinage of which was authorized by the Act of May 15, 1936. 

It is understood that the weight, composition and dimensions of the coins are to be the same for the 
regular issue half-dollar piece. The designs, as to artistic merit, have the approval of the Commission of 


Fine Arts”? 


“, «. The Medallic Art Company of New York City finalized the models, and the striking of 25,015 coins 
was accomplished in September 1936 at the Philadelphia Mint. . . Bridgeport Centennial half dollars were 
shipped from the Philadelphia Mint to Bridgeport and sold through the \First National |Bank and Trust 
Company and other financial institutions in that city. The offering price was set at $2 each with a limit of 
five coins per customer. DistributioOn began about September 1st, missing many local celebrations which 
ran from June 4th through October 3rd. However, sales proceeded at a satisfactory pace, and probably 
about 20,000 coins found ready buyers at the time. 

It was announced in The Numismatist in February 1938 that the unsold Bridgeport half dollars had 
been acquired by the Community Chest and Council, Inc. of Bridgeport, which was going to offer them for 
sale. A quantity estimated to be on the order of several thousand pieces reminded unsold, and was 
eventually wholesaled for a small premium above face value through dealers. Years later, Toivo Johnson, 
a dealer in commemoratives who was a prolific advertiser in the Numismatic Scrapbook and who did 
business by mail from East Holden, Maine, acquired a large quantity, perhaps up to a 1,000 pieces from 
Johnson in the 1950s and recall that substantial quantities were available to anyone desiring to purchase 
them. During that decade it was common practice to see rolls of Bridgeport and also Robinson-Arkansas 
and Cleveland half dollars change hands at conventions; these were the three issues in particular from 
the 1930s that existed in quantity in numismatic circles then. 


2The Authoritative Reference on Commemorative Coins 1892-1954, Kevin Flynn, published by Kyle Vick, 2008, p. 263. 


Maurice Rosen reported’ that when he worked at First Coinvestors, Inc., circa 1972, ‘We dispersed 
1,400 specimens of the Bridgeport half dollar. The coins were acquired from Toivo Johnson. Our cost was 
$25 each. These were ‘original rolls,’ assuming they were packaged that way in 1936, and based on 


today’s grading would be probably be at least MS-64. . . .”3 


“The eagle (?) on the new Bridgeport half dollar is the biggest joke as a specimen of our noble bird that 
ever appeared on a coin. Not a feather appears on its tin-roof surface, and several beholders said it 
resembled an airplane. Turn it around and you have a fine shark with two dorsal fins, an open mouth and 
a tongue. 

The shark appears to be laughing. | wonder at whom? And how apropos that P.T. Barnum’s portrait 
adorns the other side. He was right in his famous remark years ago. 


C.L. Wallace (A.N.A 5175) 
54 N. Seventeenth St., East Orange, N.J.”4 


“| was so impressed with the number of collectors in the sector between Norwalk, Danbury and 
Bridgeport that | decided to signalize my appointment as State Secretary with an effort to unify your 
activities by the highly desirable formation of a localized society. | sent out somewhat over thirty 
invitations to meet with me at these informal proceedings, and what an enthusiastic reception you have 
contrived! | have no ritualistic procedure, so that what we do here will be the result of your spontaneous 
enthusiasm and you're settled determination to make this establishment one of the crowning features of 
your centennial year. 

It is particularly appropriate also that it should coincide with the issue of the ‘Barnum Half Dollar.’ Those 
of you who sign your names to the roll of charter members will feel a comfortable realization that your are 
a part of a ceremonious program of significance in the historical annals of this section. Your 
commemorative half dollar has been widely discussed because of the stream-lined eagle designed to 
suggest an aeroplane. If it has no veiled significance with reference to your great Sikorsky plant, then we 
must assume that the traditional American acicular emblem is preparing to make record non-stop flights. 
If Mr. Barnum could speak today we might imagine him releasing the fact that he had ordered a 100-ton 
Sikorsky bombing plane from which one hundred men, fully equipped, could parachute behind the parade 
of ‘the greatest show on earth.’ 

It has been proposed on the street in Hartford which we call ‘the curb exchange’ that if Barnum’s profile 
were to be put on a commemorative, it would be appropriate to put Jumbo on the reverse side, but we 
should not expect such a party symbol to get by the Coinage Committee of a Democratic House, even 
though there was a precedent established for the Carolina Lord Proprietors as far back as 1694. 

You ennoble Mr. Barnum when you put him on a coin of the realm. For his conspicuous philanthropies 
and benefactions none of us here doubt that he deserves it. Some of our contemporaries, however, 
regard him as the prince of pretense and the patron saint of all the high-pressure publicity exports this 
country has produced. 

You may think my dignity has been sacrificed and you finer sensibilities assailed for the sake of the 
persiflage, but Barnum had a hobby for the rare, the curious, the extraordinary; and he was a collector of 
freaks as well as fortunes, so that you may very well modernize his ambitions and emulate his propensity 
for gathering in the coins. It is a good old Yankee custom, but we must treat it in this society as an art 
rather than a science. 


1. Letter to the author, March 28, 1991. Further ‘Other hoards | dispersed also while at FCI, included two superb Mint State 
roll sets each of the 1937 P-D-S and 1938 P-D-S Boones. | recall that these 80 PDS sets were of pristine quality. They were 
acquired from John J. Ford, Jr.. | believe during 1972-1973. There were other deals including a few rolls each if Clevelands, 
Elgins, Long Islands, and Roanokes.’ 

3 Q. David Bowers, Commemorative Coins of the United States; A Complete Encyclopedia, Bowers and Merena Galleries, 
Inc., 1991, p. 324-326. 


a The Numismatist, November 1936, pg. 913, Criticizes the Eagle on the Bridgeport Coin. 


If we duly regard the ethics of this kind of an association it can be laid down as a tradition that no 
member will deliberately plan to exploit his associates. The thrill of a new species or a great rarity, the 
stimulation derived from new evidence, the studied and continuous improvement in the quality of the 
collection, or completion of a series, are the mainsprings of income upon which we declare our dividends. 
These and the fraternal relations are the psychological resources against which we charge off an 
occasional loss. The value of a coin is precisely what you are willing to pay for it, or what you can get for 
it. If you get ‘hooked,’ you must feel that you have made a patriotic sacrifice in helping to liquidate the 
depression. 

We must always distinguish between price and value as well as between money and wealth, and try to 
study the reasons for the fluctuation in the purchasing power of any monetary unit. What does it mean to 
you when you read that call-money is cheap? 

You see, almost inadvertently, we have drifted into economics, but | have been willing to lose my way 
for a moment to show you how closely allied is the engaging study of finance itself with its numismatic 
significance, including its historical relations with great rulers, great economic disturbances and great 
religious, social and governmental reformations. 

The American Republic devised a substantial currency system while the French Revolution and the 
attendant financial riot were in full swing. Washington, Adams and Jefferson in the decade between 1794- 
1804 gave us those wonderful old dollars we treasure so highly, whereupon the cheap clipped Spanish 
dollars brought in to purchase war materials began to operate under the inevitable provisions of 
Gresham’s Law, driving the American dollars from circulation and influence. 

If this does not suggest to your minds an analogy in our social and political life of today I’m sure | shall 
not attempt to create the conviction of prejudice or partisanism by pursuing it. We may recall, at any rate, 
how the A.E.F. returning from the great war found their jobs taken by young women and found 
themselves disinherited by industry. It is survival of the cheapest. Men have done well in specialized 
undertakings, but they have not earned good wages since. 

Why is it that the nations of the earth continue to use sweat-shop tactics with their currencies? | hold in 
my hand a simple small aluminum disc the size of one of our nickels. On one side is a regenerated 
Prussian eagle and on the other the inflationary value of 200 marks. The 100,000, the 500,000, the 
million, billion and trillion mark pieces were counterstamped on the larger silver coins of the empire and 
are a prize in any collection. This was in 1923 when one could have bought a residence in Berlin for the 
equivalent of five American gold dollars. It is an historical fact and not an aspersion when | say that 
Germany paid off her internal debt with this kind of stage money. 

It was a two-edged sword because this paramount inflation brought France to the brink of economic 
chaos. If money is valueless, no one can take it either for reparations or in exchange for goods. Poincare, 
in turn, deflated the franc from 19 to 4 cents, wiping out 80% of the savings of his countrymen who did not 
possess gold. The insistent scramble of the French for redemption of currency in gold, which the re-sell in 
the United States at a premium, has reduced the hoard of the French government from 5 thousand 
millions to 3 thousand millions. France has installed a socialist ministry and imposed upon it the onerous 
necessity of a second deflation and of asking Great Britain and the United States not to strike below the 
belt while her right arm is momentarily crippled. 

| am not even trying to talk partisan politics when | suggest that the same thing could have happened 
here if we had been lured by the hum of the gold-bugs or the gold of the hum-bugs. Thanksgiving is now 
near. | propose it as an occasion for consolation that someone has had the “intestinal fortitude” to take 
gold away from everybody and so prevent the professional money changers from embarrassing the 
average citizen by manipulation. Neither Brand, Doumergue, Laval nor Flandin had the courage or power 
to do it in France. Nevertheless, the old gold standard is dead and | am told will remain in purgatory for 
some time to come! 

| intended to touch on Inflation only long enough to determine its effect on coin collecting. The most 
devastating system of inflation ever devised in the modern world occurred in France, 1790-96, when the 
assigned printing presses only caused a constantly increasing demand for more and more flat currency. 
We have all the evidence of their experience and | do not therefore believe that we have an inflationary 
peril with us today. 

If gold should be raised a second time from 35 to 50 dollars per ounce, commodity values may rise 
against the influence of competition, but our tax liabilities would be materially reduced, for a large 
percentage of the Government debt would be wiped out over-night. 


If we ever do catch, in dangerous form, that malignant economic disease called budgetary inflation; 
people will have to protect themselves by investments that will sustain the least possible loss. One of the 
best hedges are coins and stamps, for the constantly increasing demand already has and will continue to 
enhance their value. As we lay away rare coins we acquire the custom of banking the rest of our savings. 
Coin collecting is a habit of thrift. 

| do not have special reference to commemorative half dollars which are having a boom under the 
combined influence of commercialism and patriotic fervor. Of course the various centenary commissions 
have not been entirely fair to the coin collector, but their avarice is neutralized in the fact that no matter 
what the subscription price, it is very certain to advance. Many new collectors are coming into the ranks 
today because of these special issues. 

They are losing prestige because of their frequency, however, and the idea of putting the likeness of 
any living man of the obverse as a substitute for the figure of Liberty should be discouraged and 
discontinued by indignant protest. 

| think the idea of combining the profile of a contemporary President in jugata with that of Washington 
may be considered conventional, but the use of our national coinage for publicity campaigns for living 
beings is a practice that any collector anywhere may consistently denounce as a violation of the tradition 
which demands that the symbol or design chosen for the obverse must carry the impression of Liberty, 
either expressed or implied. If an incident does not have perspective or if time does not cast a halo of 
civic righteousness about the deeds of a man in public life, then we cannot distinguish between ambition 
and reputation: between arrogance and honor. 

The father of constitutional democracy and representative government has lain in his grave here in 
Connecticut for nearly three centuries unheralded and unsung. You have a detached view. You might let 
me know if | am oversensitive on this subject. 

While | have never collected coppers, | think they will resume their wide spread popularity when the 
sing-song, insipid stuff we get about commemoratives begins to pall on our indulgence. 

What do we really know, for instance about the Elgin or Albany commemorative half dollars, and are 
you familiar with the historic background that sustains so many issues of the Oregon Trail? It seems to 
me that substantial citizens spending years in the urgency of responsible business and professional 
positions need something to stimulate their faculties and satisfy a curiosity about their own institutions. If 
there is nothing in numismatics but commercialism and politics-well | leave you to contemplate the 
thought and compete it, each one for himself. 

| wish to present my personal and official respects to the ladies who are present. | notice the roster of 
the A.N.A is giving evidence that more and more women are becoming interested in this avocation. Some 
of our colleagues in New York have spent considerable research in determining woman’s influence in 
numismatics, but | cannot elaborate the subject here. 

It is a very significant fact that all the modern nations have personified Liberty in the gracefully poised 
bust of a glorified woman and what she stands for. It is an almost imperceptible transition from liberty to 
privilege and license. 

| am showing you one of the choicest pieces in my collection. It is a silver medal designed by Dupree 
and issued shortly after the surrender at Yorktown to commemorate the independence of the U.S.A. On 
the obverse is the figure of Liberty with flowing tresses, the liberty-pole and Phrygian cap. On the reverse 
stands the heroic figure of La France in the helmet of Minerva protecting the infant America from the 
British lioness. 

Putnam, Franklin and Pinckney belonged to that period. Their battle is over. We are no longer 
contending with the British for our liberties. The men who perpetuate that contest are only laying a smoke 
screen. The drive for liberty has always come from beneath. It is a perennial obligation like weeding the 
garden. 

The French included Equality and Fraternity with Liberty on their coinage, but it has never been quite 
realized and ‘It can’t happen here,’ for we live in a composite social structure and, it seems to me, the 
fundamental instincts in human nature have not changed since the pithecanthropus arose to his feet in 
the congress of Nature to review the impedimentia in his walk of life and to register a complaint against 
the existing order. 


Dunbar D. Scott 
State Secretary”> 


“It is authoritatively announced that the surplus Bridgeport Centennial commemorative half dollars of 
1936 have been acquired by the Community Chest and Council, Inc., of Bridgeport, and that this 
organization will offer them for sale.”© 


Cornelius Vermeule writes: “Henry G. Kreis’s half dollar of 1936 honoring Bridgeport, with P.T. Barnum in 
large, thoughtful profile and a thrusting eagle of conceptual, metallic style, has been cited as one the 
more successful commemorative coins within the broad tradition instituted by Augustus Saint-Gaudens 
(fig. 213). All the mottoes are crowed, not unartistically, into the lower right field on the reverse, and the 
resulting freedom has been utilized with wisdom to advertise all that is necessary and no more, in 
lettering that is suave, sturdy, and arresting in its variations. 

The reverse ought to have been a lesson to other designers of commemorative coins with local 
themes, a fact already demonstrated by Kreis in his Connecticut Tercentenary half dollar. When no good 
local idea or design seems suitable for a coin, success can result only from resorting to a new 
interpretation of elements, such as the eagle, use in the coins of a regular series. A coin honoring P.T. 
Barnum could have featured a lion, elephant, or a performing bear on the reverse, but this product of the 


civic enterprise of Bridgeport gains great merit for showing an exciting new form of the national bird.” 


Henry Kreis Bio: 


“Born in Essen, Germany on July 27, 1899, Henry 
Godfrey Kreis studied sculpture in Munich with Joseph 
Wackerle. He came to America, worked with Paul 
Manship and others, and achieved renown as a sculptor 
and portraitist. . . 

-and for many years maintained a studio in Essex, 
Connecticut and was a teacher at the Hartford Art School. 


Kreis died in Essex, Connecticut on January 21, 1963.”" 


5The Numismatist, January 1937, pg. 3-6. An Address before an Assemblage convened to form a new coin club. 
Bridgeport, Conn., November 21, 1936. 

® Numismatic Art in America; Aesthetics of the United States Coinage, 2nd edition, Cornelius Vermeule, Whitman 
Publishing, LLC, 2007, p. 182. 


W: ARE proud to present 


fo.gou this commemorative coin acith the 
profile of Phineas Taylos Barnum en- 
graved Mhercon. His is a world-wide 
Same) and Bridgeport is deeplyindebted 
fo. him because of his character “as 
mien dfid official, and his avdny direct 
philanthropies. 

Bridgeport Centétnial, Inc. 
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Original box of issue. Image courtesy of Ira & Larry Goldberg Auctions. 


1936 Bridgeport, Connecticut Centennial in an original blue and gold three-coin box of issue, together with a rare original 
mailing box. A single eight-cent definitive postage stamp is affixed. The postmark in incomplete, but BRIDGEPORT in 
black ink can be read. Courtesy Stacks/Bowers Numismatics. 


nee oe = 
———— 
ne a RL 


Image courtesy of D. Carr 


Bridgeport City Hall in the 30s. 
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[Pustic—No. 596—74TH Conarzss] 
{S. 4229] 


AN ACT, 


Te authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in commemoration of the one- 
me a anniversary of the incorporation of Bridgeport, Connecticut, as 
@ city. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That in commem- 
oration of the one hundredth anniversary of the incorporation of the 
city of Bridgeport, Connecticut, there shall be coined at a mint of 
the United States to be designated by the Director of the Mint not 
less than twenty-five thousand silver 50-cent pieces of standard size, 
weight, and composition and of a special appropriate single desi 
to be fixed by the Director of the Mint with the og of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, but the United States shall not be subject 
to the expense of making the necessary dies and other preparations 
for this coinage. 

Src. 2. The coins herein authorized shall bear the date 1936, irre- 
spective of the year in which they are minted or issued, shall be 
legal tender in any payment to the amount of their face value, and 
shall be issued only upon the request of the Bridgeport Centennial, 
Incorporated, Bridgeport, Connecticut, upon payment by it of the 
par value of such coins. Such coins may be disposed of at par or at 
a premium by such Bridgeport Centennial, Incorporated, and the net 
proceeds shall be used by it in defraying the expenses incidental and 
appropriate to the commemoration of such event. 

ae 3. All laws now in force relating to the subsidiary silver coins 
of the United S.ates and the coining or striking of the same, regu- 
lating and guarding the process of coinage, providing for the pur- 
chase of material, and for the transportation, distribution, and 
redemption of coins, for the prevention of debasement or counter- 
feiting, for the security of the coins, or for any other purposes, 
whether such laws are penal or otherwise, shall, so far as applicable, 
apply to the coinage herein authorized. 


Approved, May 15, 1936. 
(247) 
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1936 Bridgeport half dollar Authorizing Act. 


